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The Public Health Preparedness Team wishes Karen Carroll good luck in her new position.  She was re-assigned to the Environmental Health division of the Health Department.  
The team has some new faces.  JO MAPEL is taking Karen’s place as the Team Leader.  Jo is an RN with a degree in nursing and a Master’s degree in Public Health.  Her background includes working in EMS, Emergency Departments, Health Services Director for the Brazoria County Juvenile Probation Department and has been on the council and served as the Emergency Manager for Bailey’s Prairie for 20+ years.  
BART GOHR joined the team in February and has 20 years of emergency medical experience.  He has worked as an EMT at Astroworld/Waterworld, as a flight medic, in the Methodist Hospital Emergency Room and three years with the Houston Fire Department reviewing cardiac care for QI.  Bart is the Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) coordinator for the team.  He is responsible for equipment and medical supplies purchased with grant money.
JAN PREJEAN has been with the health department since the 1980’s.   She worked first in the health department Prenatal clinic and then in immunizations.  She has hospital experience in Labor and Delivery, ER and the OR.  Jan joined the Emergency Preparedness Team in 2005.  
CHRISTA PARTRIDGE came to Texas by way of Florida.  She has been the administrative assistant to the team for 2 years.  Before coming to Texas, Christa gained experience working as a clerk for 4 years in a hospital in Florida. 
WHAT DO WE DO?

The Emergency Preparedness Team of the Brazoria County Health Department focuses on working with many community partners to develop plans to respond to any type of an emergency –an all hazard’s approach.    We plan for public health threats from both natural and man made disasters.  

DISEASE SURVEILLANCE

An important job of the Public Health Preparedness Team is to track the incidence and prevalence of infectious diseases.  We will talk about disease surveillance in the next issue of our newsletter.  We will include a copy of the latest Disease Profile for Brazoria County in each newsletter.

	Disease Profile for Brazoria County 2008
	
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	April
	May
	Total

	Reportable DISEASES
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Bacterial Meningitis
	0
	0
	1
	0
	 0
	1

	Campylobateriosis
	0
	1
	1
	2
	 1
	4

	Chlamydia
	4
	1
	1
	1
	 0
	7

	Gonorrhea
	0
	0
	0
	1
	 0
	1

	Hepatitis A, acute
	0
	0
	1
	0
	 0
	1

	Hepatitis B, chronic
	9
	10
	7
	2
	 8
	28

	Hepatitis C, chronic
	17
	18
	13
	8
	 31
	56

	Mumps
	1
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	1

	Pertussis
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0 
	1

	Niserria meningitides
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Salmonellosis
	3
	0
	4
	6
	 5
	13

	Shigellosis
	0
	1
	4
	7
	 7
	12

	Streptococcus pneumoniae, invasive
	2
	1
	0
	0
	 0
	3

	Streptococcal disease, invasive Group A
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Streptococcal disease, invasive Group B
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Syphilis
	1
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	1

	Varicella (Chicken Pox)
	3
	10
	27
	74
	 26
	114


VOLUNTEERS
Depending on the nature and scope of a disaster, Brazoria County may need thousands of volunteers to assist in mounting an effective emergency response.  One goal of the Public Health Preparedness  Team is to anticipate the county’s needs, recruit volunteers and train them to respond in the event of a public health emergency.    Brazoria County partners with Homeland Preparedness Organization to provide ongoing training opportunities to volunteers by providing classroom training, web-based learning, public information and the opportunity to participate in PHP exercises.  Volunteers are an integral part of our emergency response plan.
Medical Reserve Corps
  

Medical Reserve Corps Members work with the local medical community during public health emergencies. A three hour orientation provides the basic information needed to be a volunteer. 

As an MRC volunteer, when you work as a volunteer during an emergency, you and your immediate family will receive your preventive medication before distribution to the public begins. 

Training is free to anyone over 18 years of age and to children 14 and over accompanied by a responsible adult.  Volunteers must have a clear criminal record. 
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Community Emergency Response Teams 
CERT training prepares the volunteer to respond to emergencies and disasters that happen in their community. There are 8 modules that cover valuable skills that will help to save lives and protect your family in a disaster. The training is approximately 21 hours and a 4 hour exercise that challenges the volunteers to put all of the knowledge they have gained to work in a simulated disaster. The training is progressive so you must complete all eight modules to graduate. On completion of the training, each volunteer receives a CERT Pack containing basic equipment to perform the skills taught in the classes. 

Volunteers must be 18 years old.

Our updated calendar is available at www.homelandpreparedness.org by clicking on the "Calendar" link. Additional information is available on the calendar including course descriptions and address information.

Help protect your family and friends by getting involved now!




Contact us at info@homelandpreparedness.org or 281-844-3653

Volunteer TODAY! 
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