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WHAT IS DISEASE SURVEILLANCE?
Disease surveillance is an epidemiological practice by which the spread of disease is monitored in order to establish patterns of progression. The main role of disease surveillance is to predict, observe, and minimize the harm caused by outbreak, epidemic and  pandemic situations, as well as increase our knowledge as to what factors might contribute to such circumstances. A key part of modern disease surveillance is the practice of disease case reporting.

Infectious diseases reporting is a requirement placed upon health care providers by many regional and national governments, and upon national governments by the World Health Organization. Since 1969, , WHO has required that all cases of the following diseases be reported to the organization: cholera, plague, yellow fever, smallpox, relapsiong fever and typhus.  In 2005, the list was extended to include polio and SARS. Regional and national governments typically monitor a larger set of (around 80 in the U.S.) communicable diseases that can potentially threaten the general population.  Tuberculosis, HIV, botulism, hantavirus, and anthrax are examples of such diseases.  (Wikipedia)

The Brazoria County Health Department is responsible for collecting and reporting disease information.  This information is reported to the State Department of State Health Services.  Jan Prejean, RN, is our team member who monitors the prevalance of disease in Brazoria County and follows up on all necessary cases. Jan is assisted by  Christa Partridge who organizes and reports all disease information into the statewide data base that is then available to the Centers for Disease Control.  
IN EACH COPY OF OUR MONTLY NEWSLETTER, YOU WILL FIND THE NUMBER OF CASES BY MONTH AND BY DISEASE THAT HAVE BEEN REPORTED FROM BRAZORIA COUNTY.
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	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	April
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sept
	Total

	Reportable DISEASES
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	 

	Bacterial Meningitis
	0
	0
	1
	0
	 0
	0 
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Campylobateriosis
	0
	1
	1
	2
	 1
	1 
	2
	0
	0
	5

	Chlamydia
	4
	1
	1
	1
	 0
	    0
	0
	0
	0
	7

	    Gonorrhea
	0
	0
	0
	1
	 0
	    0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Hepatitis A, acute
	0
	0
	1
	0
	 0
	    0
	0
	1
	0
	2

	Hepatitis B, acute
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Hepatitis B, chronic
	9
	10
	7
	2
	 8
	 7
	16
	11
	6
	52

	Hepatitis C, acute
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Hepatitis C, chronic
	17
	18
	13
	8
	 31
	27 
	22
	23
	19
	125

	Legionellosis
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	Lyme Disease
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	2

	Mumps
	1
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	 0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Pertussis
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0 
	 0
	0
	1
	0
	2

	Niserria meningitides
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	 0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Salmonellosis
	3
	0
	4
	6
	 5
	 6 
	12
	4
	9
	32

	Shigellosis
	0
	1
	4
	7
	 7
	 3
	1
	3
	1
	19

	Streptococcus pneumoniae, invasive
	2
	1
	0
	0
	 0
	 0 
	0
	0
	0
	3

	Streptococcal disease, invasive Group A
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	 1
	0
	0
	0
	2

	Streptococcal disease, invasive Group B
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	 1
	1
	0
	0
	2

	Syphilis
	1
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	 0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Varicella (Chicken Pox)
	3
	10
	27
	74
	 26
	 5
	1
	1
	1
	         121

	West Nile Virus
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	   1
	
	         1


INFLUENZA REPORTING

Brazoria County Health Department Emergency Preparedness Team participates in conducting influenza surveillance by reporting the estimated level of influenza activity to the state and CDC every week during flu season (October to May). Influenza activity levels are reported as no activity, sporadic, local, regional, or widespread.
Influenza reporting is not mandatory, therefore we depend on our volunteer  reporters such as school nurses, physician offices, and hospitals.  If you would like to be a reporter, give us a call at o 979-864-1166.
WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR REPORTING PARTNERS for making this information available to the Health Department.  We will be reporting flu reports in future issues.
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MRC VOLUNTEERS
Hurricane Ike has shown us how important it is to work together to rebuild not only our homes, but our community. While Federal aid arrived and assisted us in Ike’s aftermath, it was the community volunteers who were the first to respond to the call for help from the county.

The Homeland Preparedness Project (HPP) has been a great partner to the Brazoria County Health Department.

The Brazoria County Public Health Emergency Preparedness Team is now responsible for carrying on MRC preparation and training. 

Volunteering will always be an integral part of implementing any disaster plan. Brazoria County can have all the equipment and supplies needed to set up a POD, but without the people to work the POD it won’t be of much use. 

Over the next few months you will get emails, letters, surveys, and/or phone calls to  make sure we have your most current contact information and to verify your willingness to continue as a member of our team.

In the mean time, if you need to reach us please contact us at the office number listed above.

Thank You for all you do,

The Brazoria County PHEP Team
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Medical Reserve Corps
  

Medical Reserve Corps Members work with the local medical community during public health emergencies. A three hour orientation provides the basic information needed to be a volunteer. 

As an MRC volunteer, when you work as a volunteer during an emergency, you and your immediate family will receive your preventive medication before distribution to the public begins. 

Training is free to anyone over 18 years of age and to children 14 and over accompanied by a responsible adult.  Volunteers must have a clear criminal record. 

TO VOLUNTEER

CALL THE BRAZORIA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS TEAM
979-864-1166









